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1] ABSTRACT: 
 India and China are two emerging countries having challenges and responsibilities to each 
other.Both have similar robust attributes of a strong power: massive manpower resources; a scientific, 
technological, and industrial base; and formidable armed forces. Both are nuclear and space powers with 
growing ambitions.Off course, there is Sino-Indian territorial dispute, boundary issues, propaganda in 
public domain, and other difficulties in cordial relationship. But after the Cold War, economic 
liberalization and globalisation have been gradually replacing territorial and imperial ambitions.  In this 
era of superpowers, gunboat diplomacy has been terminating into the maintenance of peace and 
tranquility. Constructive political strategic relations are quintessential for the development of two 
countries. 

This is the era of multi-polarization where the unipolar and bipolar international order has lost its 
relevance. Indo-China trade and economic cooperation is marked by strongpolitical commitment of the 
leaderships of both countries in this regard. The structural framework for economic co-operation is being 
continuously strengthened and expanded. Even some ethical measures in political relations are essential. 
The emergence of China and India as economic giants undoubtedly will throw a huge new weight onto the 
world’s geopolitical balance.  

This research paper concentrates on the metamorphosis of the political relations in between the 
two countries in post-cold war era especially from 1991 to 2017. This can help us to understand the 
problems, prospects and consequences of the political strategies and cordial relations between the two 
countries. It also attempts to investigate the major political strategies of Indo-China relations. It designs to 
show the reason behind the clashes and positive solutions to tackle the challenges of two nations.  

 
2] KEY WORDS : International Relations, Power Politics, multipolarisation, bipolarization, 
unipolarisation, post-cold war, globalization etc. 
 
3] OBJECTIVES 
The present research proposes to work for the fulfillment of the present following objectives. 
1. To focus on the genesis of the Indo-China relations 
2. To examine current relations of both the countries. 
3. To investigate India’s policies, approaches and strategies for Indo- China relations 
4. To examine and evaluate China’s policies, approaches and strategies for the relations between two 

nations. 
5. To give a deep look at the root cause of all the violent conflicts and problems.  
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6. To find out the solutions through socio-cultural, economic and other benefits.  
 
4] GENESIS OF INDIA-CHINA RELATIONS 
 India and China are the two of the world’s oldest civilizations each with the quality of resilience, 
which has enabled to survive and prosper through the ages and against the odds. Both have a long, rich 
strategic tradition.  
 Political contacts between ancient China and India were few and far between. In the cultural 
sphere, the relation between the two countriestraces at the emergence of Budhism. Hindu and Buddhist 
religious and cultural influence spread to China through Central Asia, and Chinese scholars were sent to 
Indian universities at Nalanda and Takshashila. Though, Chinese and Indian civilizations reacted to one 
another during the first few centuries of the Christian era, the process of religious- cultural interaction 
ceased after about the tenth century CE (coinciding with the Islamic invasions of India). Since then, the 
two countries lived as if they were oblivious to each other’s existence for over a thousand years, until 
about the advent of the 19thcentury, when both came under the influence of European powers. 
 This research work concentrates on the metamorphosis of the political relations in between the 
two countries in post-cold war era especially from 1991 to 2017. This can help us to understand the 
problems, prospects and consequences of the political strategies and relations between the two 
countries.  
 
5] ANALYSIS 

India and China relations have been tense ever since a border dispute led to a full- scale war in 
1962 and armed skirmishes in 1967 and 1987. Several rounds of talks held over more than a quarter of 
a century (since 1981) have failed to resolve the disputed claims. Agreements on maintaining peace and 
tranquility on the disputed border were signed in 1993 and 1996. An agreement on the guiding 
principles for settlement was concluded in 2005. 

 An unsettled boundary also suits Chinese interests for the present because China’s claims in the 
western sector are complicated by the India- Pakistan dispute over Kashmir, Pakistan’s interests in the 
Sino- Indian territorial dispute, and Beijing’s interest in keeping India under strategic pressure on two 
fronts. 

Even if the territorial dispute was resolved, China and India would still retain a competitive 
relationship. Other factors, apart from the territorial dispute, contribute to the fractious and uneasy 
relationship.These include the nature of China’s ties with India’s smaller South Asian neighbors 
(including its arming of them); the legacy of Cold War alignments (Beijing- Islamabad-Washington 
versus the Moscow– New Delhi); continuing unrest in Tibet and Kashmir; Chinese encroachments into 
what India sees as its sphere of influence; Beijing’s plans for a naval presence in the Indian Ocean; 
resource competition; power asymmetry and a rivalry for the leadership of the developing world and 
multilateral forums; and, more recently, the nuclear and naval rivalries. 
 Historically and culturally India never played second fiddle to China. Therein lays the root cause 
of volatile and strained relationship: Seeing China as the reference point of India’s economic, security, 
and diplomatic policies, India’s strategic analysts have long emphasized the need to keep up with China 
militarily. Initially, India’s nuclear capability was aimed solely at deterring China, not Pakistan. It is the 
adversarial nature of the Sino- Indian relationship that has driven India’s and, in turn, Pakistan’s 
nuclear weapons programs.  

The 1998 Indian nuclear tests were preceded by the Indian defense minister George Fernandes’ 
statements that called China a bigger potential threat than Pakistan and described how his country was 
being encircled by Chinese military activities in Tibet and alliances with Pakistan and Myanmar. From 
New Delhi’s perspective, much of Beijing’s penetration deep into the South Asian region in the second 
half of the 20thcentury has been primarily at India’s expense. At the heart of Sino- Indian antagonism is 
the Indian belief that China is seeking to deny India its proper stakes in the game of international 
politics. 



INDO-CHINA POLITICAL RELATIONS: PROBLEMS, PROSPECTS AND CONSEQUENCES         Volume - 10 | Issue - 5 | JAnuary - 2024 

_____________________________________________________________________           

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Available online at www.lbp.world 
 

3 
 

 Both China and India of decline are keen to assume the great power roles they believe have been 
their right in view of their histories and civilizations. Both have similar robust attributes of a strong 
power: massive manpower resources; a scientific, technological, and industrial base; and formidable 
armed forces. Both are nuclear and space powers with growing ambitions. When Chinese and Indian 
elites speak of restoring their country’s rightful place in the world, they give expression to a concept of 
preeminence in Asia and the wider world. This concept reflects their perception that as the foundation 
of regional cultural patterns, their rightful place is at the apex of world hierarchy. 
 The similarities between the two Asian giants’ outlooks, aspirations, policies, and interests are 
indeed striking, despite their differing political systems. Both want a new international status that is 
commensurate with their size, strength, and potential. Both identify the present pattern of international 
relations with a world order designed to perpetuate the world domination of Western powers. Both see 
Asia’s rise on the world stage as bringing about the end of Western dominance. Though uncomfortable 
with the U.S. dominance in world affairs, both are courting Washington to help balance their relation-
ships with each other until they are strong enough to do so on their own. Both oppose the status quo: 
China in terms of territory, power, and influence; India in terms of status, power, and influence. Both 
yearn for a truly multipolar world that will provide them the space for growth and freedom of action 
that befits great powers. Both have practiced ‘tilted nonalignment’ (during the Cold War China tilted 
toward the U.S. (1971– 89) and India toward the USSR (1971– 1991) while preaching independent, 
nonaligned foreign policies. Both vie for influence in Central, South, and Southeast Asia and for 
leadership positions in global and regional organisations. Each puts forward proposals for multilateral 
cooperation that deliberately exclude the other. 

Both see themselves as great Asian powers whose time has finally come. Both have attempted to 
establish a sort of Monroe Doctrine in their neighborhoods without much success. Both claim that their 
attitude toward their neighbors is essentially benevolent, while making it clear that those neighbors 
must not make policies or take actions, or allow other nations to take measures in their countries, that 
each deems to be against its own interest and security. If they do so, China and India are willing to apply 
pressure in one fashion or another to bring about desired changes. Both are unable to reassert their 
traditional suzerainty (dominion) over their smaller neighbors, as any attempt to do so encounters 
resistance from regional and extra- regional powers. Both remain suspicious of each other’s long- term 
agenda and intentions. Each perceives the other as pursuing hegemony and entertaining imperial 
ambitions. 

China and India also share remarkable similarities in economic outlooks and policies. Both are 
focusing on increasing comprehensive national strength on a solid economic- technological base. Both 
are major competitors for foreign investment, capital, trade, resources, and markets. Burgeoning 
economic ties between the world’s two fastest- growing economies have become the most salient 
aspect of their bilateral relationship. 

But in the economic sphere Chinese and Indian economies are still more competitive than 
complementary. Both look to the West and Japan for advanced technology, machinery, capital, and 
investment. Many Indians see China as predatory in trade and look with worry at China’s robust growth 
rates, fearing getting left behind. 

China and India’s strategic cultures require both to regain the power and status their leaders 
consider appropriate to their country’s size, population, geographical position, and historical heritage. 
There have been numerous occasions in history when China and India were simultaneously weak; there 
have been occasional moments of simultaneous cultural blossoming. But for more than half a 
millennium, Asia has not seen the two giants economically and militarily powerful at the same time. 
That time is now approaching fast, and it is likely to result in significant new geopolitical realignments. 
The emergence of China and India as economic giants undoubtedly will throw a huge new weight onto 
the world’s geopolitical balance. As India grows outwardly, the two giants are beginning to rub 
shoulders (or ruffle feathers) in different parts of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. New economic 
prosperity and military strength is reawakening nationalist pride in India, which could bring about a 
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clash with Chinese nationalism. The existence of two economically powerful nations will create new 
tensions as they both strive to stamp their authority on the region. 

In the power competition game, while China has surged ahead by acquiring economic and 
military capabilities underpinned by a clear policy to achieve broader strategic objectives, India has a 
lot of catching up to do. The existing asymmetry in international status and power serves Beijing’s 
interests very well; any attempt by India to challenge or undermine China’s power and influence or to 
achieve strategic parity is strongly resisted through a combination of military, economic, and diplomatic 
means. 

This research attempts to investigate the major political strategies of Indo-China relations. It 
will attempt to show the reason behind the clashes and positive solutions to tackle the challenges of two 
nations. 
 Indo-China relationship is quite complex because it traces its strategic relationship with India in 
quite complex way. The primordial nature of relationship between the two countries is social, religious, 
cultural, economic, trading as well as technological. It is worth to concentrate on the same. At the 
international level, India-China has some dispute, rather than having good faith. But the international 
ethics boosted them into keep quite.  
 International relation refers to the good that international interactions, exchanges, relations can 
bring to our planet earth and to all life forms and which can be harmed by unfriendly, hostile, 
uncooperative behaviours. Aware that the harms that one country can do to another and to the 
international space and relations, international ethics offers insights into how nations and other entities 
treat other nations and its people. International ethics is a good which can be harmed and also 
knowledge of international ethics provides us with insights to assess the good and harms, the rights and 
wrongs, which can occur in the international space. For example, the UN has been promoting various 
principles of friendly and cooperative and peace related humanitarian international actions by all the 
member countries. This community of nations which stands to respect other nations and their interests, 
is itself harmed by the dominant nations willing to impose their interests and will on other poorer 
nations and poorer nations unwilling to cooperate without being treated as equals. Various agencies of 
the UN by their presence and action in various countries, promote certain universal principles that 
transcend the boundaries of individual nations and the ethical principles pursued by individual nations. 
International ethic is not simply an ethic of some dominant country, it is not simply an ethic of a 
powerful country having obligations towards others because of the power they have over others. 
 International ethics may be fruitfully defined as that which enables one to participate more 
actively in shaping and building good international community. The vision of international community 
that every country has and reality of an international community provides us with food for thought on 
what ought to be the nature and purpose of investing in international relations to build an international 
community. The challenges of international conflicts have to be addressed with courage to embark 
upon studying what international community promotes and builds, whether perpetual peace and 
justice provide the much needed foundation on the basis of which it can thrive and flourish. What 
would be necessary for the existence of such an international community of peace and justice between 
nations and people? 

Nations and multinational organisations were the first ones to cross the boundaries of national 
domestic spheres to trade or interact with other nations and organisations. Every nation had its own 
focus, as nations adopted the production methods, technologies, political systems and legal systems 
from other nations, similar problems began to appear in almost every country. These were not regarded 
as shared problems that required joint action by all those affected by it. Each country was largely 
responsible for problems occurring within it guided and directed by its own governments, culture, 
politics, legal systems, institutions, etc. But overtime today we see more and more interconnectedness 
between people and nations, we see greater interdependence and greater shared responsibilities which 
have emerged and their number has increased and which call on nations and other multinational 
organisations having presence in more than one country to act jointly. In many spheres international 
joint action becomes necessary. International ethics may be seen as responding to this need for 
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international action. International ethics guides international relations and resolution of international 
conflicts. International ethics guides the international environmental effort to fight against ozone 
depletion, global warming, etc. which are common shared problems and which require actions from 
many nations who are major contributors to forces generating such problems. 

International spaces have been filled with governmental organisations and non-
governmentalorganisations having ownership and /or control over issues and aspects that are central 
to life. There have been democratic governmental organisations and non-democratic governmental 
organisations interacting and operating in that space. There have been for profit business corporations 
(MNCs, TNCs, etc.) and not-for-profit non-governmental organisations operating in the international 
space. 

International spaces are filled with goods and services that are global commons, global public 
goods and services, collective goods and services that are owned or controlled by more than one 
individual organisation, that are central to human life. These spaces are low on individualcollective 
power over nature and the social world, but are high on coalition (of) collective powers. Who is 
excluded from the international space and who is included in the international space and the reasons 
and rationality of those exclusions and /or inclusions have a bearing on the expanding nature of the 
international space and the quality of international relations existing and those continue to be built in it. 

Recognizing the power that human collectives have over nature and economic and social goods 
and services in the international spaces, it is easier to see how different organisations may be working 
at counter purposes, and / or competitive purposes. It is also easy to see how and why harms may be 
done by one against another and without any hope of international justice except those which are 
accepted as human rights. Many issues which have deep ethical implications are present in 
international spaces that we create or in which we participate in many different ways. International 
spheres / relations can easily thrive in a global system renewed constantly by greater levels of and 
sensitivity to international ethics. 

The size of the nation in terms of population appears less of an influencing factor as the 
population is contained by migration policies inhibiting or prohibiting international movements in 
search of economic opportunities. This may be challenged in the future years. Nations with older 
generations and less younger generations will experience an imbalance of the need forlabour. So also 
nations with younger generations and less older generations will also experience an imbalance. 
International policies favour movement of talented and highly capable populations. Countries gain an 
advantage in inviting them and having them as part of their populations. Various levels of cultural 
exchanges also take place as people carry their culture with them and learn other people’s language and 
culture as well. International understanding develops and grows. People move across national 
boundaries and their international overseas interaction and experience provides a dimension to 
international relations guided by international ethics. The size of the economy is even more influential 
driver of international influence and relations. As international trade increases this sphere of 
international relations grows, interdependence increases, institutions that facilitate this growth and 
maturity provide the international ethical guidance necessary for growth and maturity of international 
relations. Particularly nations which have large export sectors or large import sectors are dependent on 
other economies for survival and growth and are vulnerable to developments in the international 
sphere. 

For example, in August 2010, the Press was full of news about China becoming the second 
largest economy overtaking the Japanese economy which becomes the third largest. The USA remains 
by far the single largest economy, but it is already feeling the heat of Chinese military might and is 
revising its international strategy. The rise of China was only a matter of time, but the size of its 
economy may not mean much for some time as China has large inequalities in incomes. The Chinese 
influence in the global economy and in international relations between nations will be on the rise and 
will find its rightful place in time as it competes with the USA for supremacy. Chinese economy is about 
four times larger than that of India and has been growing at a faster pace than India’s. In international 
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relations China is more influential than India and China will likely to continue to lead India well into 
most of the 21stcentury. 

China is a very distant second place economic and military might to USA, a superpower no 
doubt with the highest population on earth. India not even in the top 20 countries yet, and its economic 
size is less than that of a state like California, in USA, is likely to overtake China in about 2040 as the 
most populated country and possibly also likely to compete for third place in economic strength by 
then. It is likely that USA will do everything in its power to see that China does not come near to its 
strength while pursuing friendly relations and cooperative relations with China. China is also likely to 
do everything in its power to see that India does not come near to its strength while pursuing more 
friendly and cooperative relations with India than they were possible until recently. There are other 
countries such as Brazil, South Africa, Russia, etc. who are also growing economies having credible 
influence on world affairs. A combination of countries like the BRIC is expected to outgrow the size of 
the developed countries by the 2050. It is likely that we see more changes in the world order. If the 
international ethics pursued by dominant nations so far continues to hold or gets imposed then we 
would likely to see new superpowers overshadowing and overtaking the influence of existing ones. If 
this is not to happen, then there will be “new ethics” projects floated by various interested parties and 
groups. It is good to have an idea of the entire ethics project that underlies various offerings of 
international ethics pursuits. The size of the economy and the size of the international exchanges (trade 
and other interactions) define the space for international relations. Something which is good for two or 
more countries increases their strategic interdependence on each other, and strengthens them against 
outside competitive challenges and threats. 

Nations compete in the international space and national advantages are the drivers of the space 
of international ethics and what happens to it. National disadvantages will work against the expanded 
role of that nation, while national advantages are likely to facilitate its expansion. It is easier to grasp 
the international problems and the ethical issues associated with international problems when keeping 
the picture of various nations competing with one another for (natural) resources, competing for 
markets, competing for investments, competing for talents, competing for technology and education. 
Even competition for health and related services is not far behind. Nations have been ranked on the 
basis of how competitive they are and how they are enhancing their competitive edge for the long term 
future. Nations that do not show potential for competitiveness appear to be left behind, partly due to its 
own policies and political interests. 

In the shadows of dominant countries, other nations have evolved certain international 
cooperation and collaboration agreements for a variety of reasons. We are used to seeing one country 
(a super power) having a dominant role in international relations between nations. International 
cooperation and collaboration are a measure of countries interdependence with other nations. Such 
international cooperation provides a measure of international order between them. 
  
6] CONCLUSION: 
 The study of international strategic relationbetween India and China makes clear the normative 
structures, the approaches and the frameworks available for making decisions and choices ethically in 
the international and global sphere. These help resolve some of the major international problems, 
issues, and provide insight into international conflicts. There is much understanding of international 
crises, shared problems requiring international cooperation and joint action. Good International 
relations directs us in the direction of building an international community in which every other 
community can actively and fruitfully participate and flourish. International regimes may be assessed 
and evaluated in terms of the international ethics they employ in solving international problems. In a 
way international moral codes and diplomacy will continue to evolve good strategic relations among 
the nations.  
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