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ABSTRACT  

 

 The quest to search for the Chalukyas of South Konkan began when I noticed three 

photographs of copper plates labeled as ‘the Donation of the Shilaharas’ in the book ‘अस ेघडरे 
ठाणे’1 by Daud Dalvi. He has not provided any details and provenance of these copper plates in 

his book. It intrigued me more as the date visible on one of the plate was shaka era 1182. 

Apparently it was not possible as this was the year when Shilahara King Someshvara issued the 

Chanje Rock Edict (shaka era 1182).2 Sometimes after this date the Shilaharas of North Konkan 

were annihilated by the Yadava king Mahadeva. Chanje Rock Edict is the last known inscription 

of this dynasty. There is no news or publication of any Rock Edict of the Shilaharas beyond this 

date so far. The Panhale Copper Plate issued by King Mallikarjuna dated shaka era 1073 is the 

last known Copper Plate edict of this dynasty.3 As such the copper plated labeled by Daud Dalvi 

as “Donation of the Shilaharas” necessitated critical investigation. 
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INTRODUCTION: 
 

 Tracing the of lesser feudatory Chalukya families through inscriptions:  

A careful investigation revealed that the photographs labeled by Daud Dalvi as the ‘the 

Donation of the Shilaharas’ are in fact Teravana Copper Plates of Chalukya King Kedaradeva. 

(shaka era 1182) These copper plates were first published by Le Grand Jacob in 1852 in the 

Journal of Bombay Branch of Royal Asiatic Society. However, years later Anna Shirgaonkar in his 

book ‘शोध अऩयाांताचाi’4 mentions that he found the copper plates at Teravana and they are now a 

part of his private collection. 

As such this inscription initiated the search of the lesser Chalukya families who ruled over 

small principalities during the Imperial Chalukya rule. They have been recorded for the first 

time in the Nerur Copper Plates of Chalukya King Mangalesha. 

 

 Copper Plates of Chalukya King Manalesha: (undated)5 

While narrating the military exploits of Manalesha, it is recorded (in the third of the 

seven copper plates discovered at Nerur) that he slained King Swami, who was born in the 

family of ‘Chalikya’. Swami has been extolled as ‘victorious in eighteen battles’.  

(‘चारीक्मांवांशसांबवांअष्टादशसभयववजयमनांस्वायभयाजांचहत्वा’) 
Fleet has expressed his inability to identify King Swami of the ‘Chalikya’ or the Chalukya 

family. Unfortunately, neither his kingdom nor the capital is mentioned in this inscription 

rendering the identification more difficult. Fleet however placed this inscription later than 

shaka era 500 as the previous records do not refer to this incidence. Fleet has not given any 

facsimile of this inscription. King Swami though belongs to the Chalukya family, does not claim a 

lineage of his Vatapi counterpart.  

 

• Goa Copper Plates of Satyashraya Dhruvaraja Indravarmana (shaka era 532):6 

Next reference to the Chalukya family can be traced in the Goa Copper Plates of 

Satyashraya Dhruvaraja Indravarmana. This king is described in following verses,  

स्वस्स्तश्रीविजयरेितीद्वीऩािस्थथतेनश्रीऩथृ्िीिल्ऱभमहा।। 

राजानुज्ञातेनविषयमंडऱचतुष्टयाधधऩधतना।। 
आददमहाबप्ऩुरिंशकुऱधतऱकेनदेवब्राह्मणगुरुभाता।। 

वऩतऩृादारविन्दानुध्यातेनऩरमब्रह्मण्येनश्रीसत्याश्रयधु्रिराजेंद्रिममणा……… 

Welfare! On the full moon day of the month of Magha, Shri Satyashraya Dhruvaraja 

Indravarmana, who is stationed at Vijayarevati dvipa who is directed by the great king, the lord 

of the earth, who is the lord of the earth, who is the lord of four provinces, who is an ornament 
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of the family descended from the first great Bappura, who meditates on the lotus like feet of 

Gods Brahmanas, receptors and parents and who is extremely devoted to Brahmanas… 

The grant further records donation of a village called Karellikagrama. The date of the above 

donation is recorded as  

 

 Identification of Satyashraya Dhruvaraja Indravarmana:  

The Goa Copper plates are dated shaka era 532. It records that Satyashraya Dhruvaraja 

Indravarmana, a feudatory who ruled over four Mandalas from Vijayarevatidvipa. 

Vijayarevatidvipa can be identified as the Redi eight miles to the south of Vengurla in 

Ratnagiri district. He belonged to the family of ‘Bappura’.  

Though there is no specific reference to his overlord it is stated that ‘the grant was made in the 

‘twentieth current year of victory.’  

राज्यसंित्सरंविशधतमंशककाऱ: ऩंचिषमशताधनद्वावरंशधन।। 
Telang concluded that the over lord mentioned in this grant was not Manalesha but his 

successor. However, in the absence of conclusive proof Telang remarked ‘whether the 

successor was Manalesha’s son or nephew Pulakeshi II cannot be ascertained’. 

Though this inscription has no direct reference to the Chalukya family mentioned above, 

Mirashi has surmised that they might have ruled from Vijayarevati Dvipa that was now 

administered by the feudatory of the Imperial Vatapi Chalukyas. 

It is important to note that Durlabhadevi, wife of Pulakeshi I also hailed from the same 

Batputpura (Bappura) family. It is quite possible that Satyashraya Dhruvaraja Indravarmana was 

related to her.ii 

However, some discrepancies have been observed in the statements made by V V Mirashi 

regarding these two inscriptions.8 

• The Nerur Copper Plate does not mention Revatidvipa as the capital of King Swami who 

was killed by Manalesha. In fact there is no mention of his capital in the inscription.  

• The Goa Copper plate does not establish any relationship between the Satyashraya 

Dhruvaraja Indravarmana and Manalesha as stated by Mirashi. 

• Mirashi has recorded shaka era 610 (688 AD) as the year of Goa Inscription. It is actually 

a conversion of date of the grant i. e. shaka era 532 into the Gregorian era. This is wrong 

as the record very clearly states ‘याज्मसांवत्सयांववशयतभांशककार: ऩांचवषषशतायनद्रावरांशयन’ 

• It can only affirm the existence of Chalukya family that was independent of its Vatapi 

counterpart in the Ratnagiri district. Probably Revatidvipa was the capital of this 

territorial division.  
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• The downfall of the Vatapi Chalukyas:  

Kirtivarmana II (746 – 753 CE) was the last ruler of the Vatapi Chalukya family. His reign 

was continuously troubled by the growing power of the Rashtrakutas. Dantidurga, a feudatory 

of the Chalukyas managed to wrest control of the Chalukyan kingdom. The final assault on 

Kirtivarmana II came in 752 AD. Later King Tailapa of the Western Kalyani branch revived the 

dynasty in 973 AD.  

 

 Rise of Shilaharas of South Konkan as feudatories of the Rashtrakutas: 

South Konkan was added to the Rashtrakuta Empire during the reign of Rashtrakuta 

King Krishna I (c. 758-773 AD). Sanaphulla (c. 765-785 AD) was appointed as the feudatory of 

this area. The capital of Sanaphulla is not known. Mirashi assumed it to be Chandrapura 

(Chandor) in South Goa. Probably Dhammiyara shifted the capital to Balipattana (Kahrapatana, 

Taluqa Kanakavali, District Sindhudurga). Mirashi suspects the flight due to the attack of an 

enemy whom we cannot trace. The Shilaharas of South Konkan were uprooted by the Western 

Chalukya king Jayasinha in 1024 AD.9 So from c. 765 AD to 1024 AD we do not come across any 

independent Chalukya family around South Konkan as the Shilaharas of South Konkan were 

ruling there. Unfortunately, the information about this dynasty is gathered from only three 

copper plate grants thus leaving many questions unanswered. 

1. Pattanakudi Plates of Avasara II (shaka era 910)10 

2. Kharepatana Plates of Rattaraja (shaka era 930)11 

3. Balipattana Plates of Rattaraja (shaka era 932)12 

 
• Mahalakshmi Temple (Kolhapur) Inscription of King Chalukya Somadeva of 

Sangameshvara (undated)13 

 The inscription was procured by Keshavarav Narasinga from Ambabai temple of 

Kolhapur. The inscription records details of four kings of the Chalukya family viz., Karnadeva, 

Vetugideva, Someshvara and Somadeva. The capital of this branch of the Chalukyas was 

Someshvara (Sangameshvara?) in Konkan. The inscription is undated and no estampage or 

original reading is provided by the author. Bal Shastree however ascertains the characters to 

10th-11th century. G H Khare could not trace it during his visit to the temple.14 As such he 

discarded the inscription as fictitious and nonexistent. However, there have been examples 

when the rock edits have been destroyed due to wrath of time and humans.15 

The inscription opens with an obeisance to Goddess Mahalakshmi by King Somadeva 

and Queen Manikyadevi.  

This dynasty flourished at Sangameshvara. However, King Karna of this dynasty is 

stated to have lived at Vijaypat, the best of eastern cities. This city remains unidentified. In the 

Goa Copper plates (shaka era 532) Satyashraya Dhruvaraja Indravarmana is recorded as a 
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feudatory who ruled over four Mandalas from Vijayarevatidvipa. However, no definite 

connection can be established at this stage due to the want of required proof. 

His banners had the signet of the golden boar. He was succeeded by his son 

Vetugideva. His son Someshvara succeeded him. Somadeva his younger brother and the issuer 

of the grant succeeded him.  

Somadeva donated the village of Kubhara for the offering of Modakas every day to Goddess 

Mahalakshmi for the mid-day worship. Shrishana Shambhu, the preceptor of Someshvara 

inspired him to make this donation. The grant was written by Vidyadhara Pandita. 

 

 Importance of the Grant:  

Karnadeva 

 

Vetugideva 

 

 

                      Someshvara                   Somadeva (m. Manikyadevi) 

This information indicates that this Chalukya family at the time of giving donation was 

ruling from Sangameshvara in Konkan. The grandfather of the donor king Karnadeva is praised 

as being of spotless character. He punished the recalcitrant kshatriyas. He performed many 

sacrifices and made liberal donations. He is further praised as a great sovereign and gained the 

five great titles. He assumed the title of Nrisimha. It is clear that this family ruled independently 

and did not assume the vassal status indicated by titles such as Mahamandaleshvara that was 

assumed by the Shilaharas. Probably this family ruled in southern Konkan near Sangameshvara 

benefitting from the fluid situation that might have prevailed in during the rule of the 

Shilaharas of South Konkan whose political history is not yet very clear due to the availability of 

only three copper plates mentioned above.  

There is no clue to understand what happened to these Chalukyas till shaka era 1181.  

 

 Note on King Karna and the Karneshvara Temple at Sangameshvara (Kasaba) as gleaned 

through Sangameshvara Mahatmya16 

V N Mandlik published the text of the Sangameshvara Mahatmya that he received from 

Vishnu Moreshvar Kelkar in the Journal of Bombay Branch of Royal Asiatic Society. The copy of 

the present text was made in the shaka era 1713. The author of this text was shesha. The text 

consisted of ninety shlokas. Names of Sheshaputra, Shakti Kumaraka and Indukirti have been 

recorded as predecessors of King Karna. He along with his brothers Naga and Sinhana migrated 

to Sangameshvara from Kolhapur. It is noted that Kolhapur was not their original home. 

Mandlik has recorded that the details of the original home were not recorded in this text. The 
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recorded date of King Karna’s rule in the text is around shaka era 100.According to the text, 

King Karna built many palaces and temples and renovated older ones at Sangameshvara. The 

principal temple that he built and survives till date is Karneshvara. He assigned Dharmapura, 

Gunavallika, Devanimuchaka, Shivani, Lavala, Phanasa, Dhamani, Kadanba and Antravalli for the 

maintenance of this temple. The Mahatmya also states that King Karna also built the temple of 

Mahalakshmi at Kolhapur. However, the dates offered by the Mahatmya cannot be 

accepted.Henry Cousens17affirms the existence of the Karneshvara Temple and King Karna but 

his take on the date of the king and temple are different. Cousens records that the temple 

belonged to 8th century CE. He further states that Sangameshvara was the seat of these 

Chalukya chiefs as per an ‘eleventh or twelfth century Chalukya grant’, that is not specified by 

him. 

The ass curse stone in the premises of the temple has an inscription incised on it.18 But it 

has not been satisfactorily deciphered thus depriving further details.  
 

 Raja Kelakar Museum Copper Plates of Chalukya King Kedaradeva (shaka era 1181)19 

These copper plates in the possession of Raja Kelkar Museum, Pune were deciphered by 

Shashikant Dhopate. The important details of this grant are as under.  

 

Plate 1-a 

1. भद्रांशजात: ऩयवांशजात: ऩाऩादऩेतांभनसोबुववबायबूता: 
2. मेऩारमांयतभभधभषयभदांहह(स)वेभमाववययचतोअन्जयर (भूर्धवष) येषा 
3. वावीवाटवी (ब?ु) वी (बा) 

Plate 1-b 

1. ॐश्रीबैबेयवाम: नभ: स्वस्स्तश्रीशकु 1181 वषेयसद्धाथषसांवश 

2. ये।कायतषकसुद्धसोभे।।अद्येहसभयधगतऩांचभहाशब्दभ 

3. हाभांडरेश्वयकल्माणऩुयवयायधश्वय।कयरमुगकणाषन्व 

4. मप्रसूत।चाऱुक्यकुऱकमऱकधऱकाविकासभाथकर 

5. सुिणमिराहऱाच्छनध्िज।सत्यरत्नाकर।शरणागतिज्रऩं 
6. जर।महामाहेश्वर।भहेश्वयदेवचयणप्रसादनायाधनोऩ 

7. चायादवाद्ऱऩयभयाज्मेश्वय।।श्रीकेदायदेवऩदऩांकजभ्रभ 

8. य।यामधयणीवयाह।यामफेटकय।रयऩुयामसाहसभ 

9. ल्रश्रीबंऩदेिरायववजमयाज्मो (दै) तत्ऩादऩदभुोऩ 
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Plate 2-a 

1. जीवी।सवषदांडायधऩयत।चारुक्मयामस्थाऩनाचामषऩुऱुहा 
2. डाहुतरठकुरेणप्रसादप्राद्ऱोग्राभ: भारुयरांगीनाभधे 

3. मोसोभऩवषस्णऩयभमाबक्त्माभहाधायभषकेणबूत्वा 
4. सोऩरयकयदांडदोषभागेणसहहत: ।गौतभगोरा 
5. मनानाहद्रजायतसहहताम।वासुदेवेप्रबवेहस्तोद 

6. केनप्रदत्त: तरवासुदेवप्रबवेऩूगीपरविऺब ु

7. भी२१४तद्रद्गौतभगोरस्मववष्णुघैशासस्मऩूगी 
8. परविऺबुभी३००तद्रद्गौतभगोरस्मगोरदे 

Plate 2-b 

1. वघैशासस्मऩूगीपरविऺबभूी२१४तद्रद्रायसष्ठगो 
2. रस्मऩद्मनाबस्मऩूगीपरविऺबूभी१२४तद्रद्गार्गमष 
3. गोरस्मबानो: ऩूगीपरविऺबूभी३४०तद्रस्ररगो 
4. रस्मनायणघैशासस्मऩूगीपरविऺबूभी६००तद् 

5. वायसष्ठगोरस्मगोववांदक्रभेतस्मऩूगीपरविऺबूभी१२४ 

6. तद्रदवरगोरस्मकान्हूक्रभेतस्मऩूगीपरविऺबूभी२४० 

7. तद्रद्गार्गमषगोरस्मनागदेवस्मरावगनसहहतऩूगीपर 

8. ऩूगीपरविऺबूभी१००तद्रद्रायसष्ठगोरस्मभहादेवस्मऩगूी 
Plate 3 

1. परविऺबूभी२००तद्रद्रायसष्ठगोरस्मकेशवस्मऩूगी 
2. परविऺबूभी२००एवभेकादशहद्रजाविवत्तभांतस्मदातष्मां।ग्रा 
3. भोमभारान्वमसांबूतयाऻाअऩयेणवाधायभषकेणबूत्वाऩा 
4. रयनम।मथादाताश्रमे (बा)कुऩारकोवऩबववष्मयतफहुयबवष 
5. सुधादत्तायाजायब:सगयाहदयब: मस्ममस्ममदाबूयभस्तस्मत 

6. स्मतदापरां।स्वदत्तांऩयदत्तांवामोहयेत्मवसुांधया।षवष्ठवषषषसह 

7. स्रास्णववष्ठामाांजामतेहक्रयभ: ।हक्रयभमोयनांततोगत्वाचाांडारेष्मे 
8. यबजामते।हहयण्मभेकां गोभेकाांबूम्माभप्मेकभांगुरांहयांन 
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9. यकभामाांयतमावदहस्तसांप्रवां।नववषांववषयभत्माहुब्रहभस्वांववष 

10. भुच्मतेववषभेकाहकनीहयतब्रह्मस्वांऩुरऩौवरकां ।गोववांदेनरखेते 

 There were three plates strung together with a seal that bore no details.  

 The grant refers to the reign of Chalukya King Kedaradeva. He is honored with five great 

titles (panchmahashabda). He is recorded as the Mahamandaleshvara who was the lord of 

Kalyan. (Kalyan Puradhishvara). His banners had the signet of the golden boar. 

 The donor Puluhadahutara Thakura was the chief minister of Banpadevaraya, a feudatory of 

King Kedaradeva. Puluhadahutara Thakura obtained a village Marulingi from  

Bampadevaraya and donated it among eleven learned Brahmins according to their ability. 

The donation was given in the form of land measured as the number betel nut trees 

cultivated in it. 

 The donation was given on the occasion of Lunar Eclipse that occurred on Monday the full 

moon day of Kartika of the Siddhartha Sanvatsara of shaka era 1181. (1st November 1259 

AD).20 

 Following is list of done Brahmanas along with the details of their Gotra and the share they 

received. 

 Govinda was the scribe of this grant 

 The recipients of the grant are as follows: 

No. Name of the Brahmana Gotra Share 

1 Vasudeva Prabhu Gautama 300 

2 Vishnu Ghaisas Gautama 300 

3 Goaladeva Ghaisas Gautama 215 

4 Padmanabha Vasishtha 125 

5 Bhanu Gargya 350 

6 Narana Ghaisas Atri 600 

7 Govinda Kramavita Vasishtha 125 

8 Kanhu Kramavita Atri 250 

9 Nagadeva Atri Gargya 100 

10 Mahadeva Vasishtha 200 

11 Keshava Vasishtha 200 

.                                                                                       
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 Teravana Copper Plates of Chalukya King Kedaradeva(shaka era 1182)21 

Plate: 1 (Lines-9) 

These copper plates were first published by Le Grand Jacob in 1852 in the Journal of 

Bombay Branch of Royal Asiatic Society.  

• श्रीस्वस्स्तश्रीशकु११८२िषेरोद्रसंित्सरऩोष्यिदद 

• सप्तधमस(श)धनददने।अद्येहसभयधगतऩांचभहाशब्द 

• महामंडऱेश्वरकल्याणऩुरिराधधश्वर।कयरमुग 

• कणाषन्वमप्रसूतI चाऱुक्यकुऱकमऱकधऱकाववकास 

• बास्कय।सुिणमिराहऱांछनध्िजसत्मयत्नाकाय।शयणाग 

• तवज्रऩांजय I भहाभाहेश्वय।भहेश्वयदेवचयणप्रसादनाया 
• धनोऩचायादेवाऩचायादवाद्ऱऩयभयाज्मेश्वय I श्रीकेदारदेिऩद 

• ऩांकजभ्रभय I यामधयणीवयाहयाम।बटकारररऩुराय 

• साहसभल्रश्रीकािदेियामववजमयाज्मोदै I त 

Plate: 2 (Lines-10) 

• द्राज्मबायचारनसभथष I  आचाययनऩुणसायासायववचायचतुय I 

• सकरकराकुशर I भहाभांरचूडाभस्णश्रीकेशवभहा 
• जयनना I श्रीकांिदेिरायप्रसादरब्ध I तेरिाटकनाम Iघेयो 
• यग्राम: I उत्तरायणसंक्ांधतऩिमस्ण I ऩयभमाबक्त्मा I  भहा 
• धायभांकेणबूत्मासविऺभाराकुरासोऩरयकय I दांडदोषभा 
• गषण्णसहहतचतु:सीभाऩमतं I यनधीयनऺेऩसहहत: ववांशयत 

• ववप्रसहहतामभारद्वाजगोरोत्ऩन्नाम I अष्टबोगसहहत 

• केशिप्रभि ेI हस्तोदकेनप्रदत्त: I तदथषशासनांप्रम 

• छयत I तेषाभेतायननाभायन I ह्राटसीवायसांफांयधनीश ू

• द्रप्रजोऩजीववनीसभग्र I बुयभविमऱेश्वरदेिथय I तथा 
Plate: 3 (Lines-11) 

• देवस्मसांयनधौमाबूयभ I बायद्राजगोरस्म I भाधवदेवस्म I गां 
• धधूऩयनवेदमाथषबागषवगोरनागदेक्रभैत I काश्मऩगोरववठ 
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• रघैशास I बागषवगोरववठरघैशास I बायद्राजगोरउक 

• रघैशास I ब्रह्मचसहहत I गार्गमषगोरगोईंदबट I अवरगो 
• रसोभदेबट I वायसष्ठगोरसोभदेक्रयभत I वायसष्ठगोरके 

• शवबटकाश्मऩगोर I भाधवबट I भुदगुरगोर I वासुदेवबट 

• वायसष्ठगोरऩदभुणबट I गार्गमषगोरभाधवबट I अवरगो 
• रअच्मुतबट I काश्मऩगोरवाभनबट I बायद्राजगोरना 
• यणबट I बायद्राजगोरनायणठाकुयस्मचौयधरयक I सा 
• ग्राभप्रयतऩारक: बायद्राजगोरहरयदेवबट I बागषवगोर 

• यतकरबट I एवभेतायननाभायनदेवसांयनधौ I ताां 
Plate: 3 (Lines-10) 

• ब्रभाजनऩूवषक।शाश्वतभतांधभषकामाषथषकऱ्हाटकिादटका। 

• चत्वायीअांकसांख्माजाल्हणराउऱसुतगोईराउऱथयदातफांग्राभो 

• मभारान्वमसांबूतयाऻाअऩयेणवाधायभषकेणबूत्वाऩारनीमां।म 

• थादाश्रमैबाकुऩारकोवऩबववष्मयतफहुयबवषसुधादत्तायाजयब: सगया 

• हदयब:।मस्ममस्मबूयभस्तस्मतस्मतदापरां।स्वदत्ताांऩयदत्ताांवामो 

• हयेत्मवसुांधया।षवष्ठवषषषसहस्रास्णववष्ठामाांजामतेहक्रयभ: ।हक्रयभ 

• मोयनततोगत्वाचाांडारष्वेयबजामते।हहयण्मभेकां गाभेकां बमू्माभ 

• प्मेकभांगुरां।हयांनयकभामाांयतमावदाहुतसांप्रवां।नववषांववषयभ 

• त्माहुब्रह्मस्वांववषभुच्मते।ववषभेकाहकनोहांयतब्रह्मस्वांऩरुऩौवर 

• कां ।भद्रांशजात: ऩयवांशजात: ऩाऩादऩेतभनसोबुववबायबतुा: । 

• मेऩारमांयतभभधभषयभदांहहसवेतेभ्मोभमाववययचतोजयरभसु्र्धनषये 

• षा।।श्रीगोववन्देनववयनखातेश्रीभांगरभहाश्री22 

 Le Grand Jacob neither gives any physical dimensions nor any details about the plates. It is 

interesting to note that Le Grand Jacob also has not given any details about the 

whereabouts of its find spot. However, years later Anna Shirgaonkar in his book ‘शोध 
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अऩयाांताचा’ mentions that he found the copper plates at Teravana and they are now a part of 

his private collection.23 

 The grant refers to the reign of Chalukya King Kedaradeva. He is honored with five great 

titles (pancamahashabda). He is recorded as the Mahamandaleshvara who was the lord of 

Kalyan. (Kalyan Puradhishvara). His banners had the signet of the golden boar. He is praised 

as a descendent of Karna in Kaliyuga, a sun causing the bud of the lotus like Chalukya race 

to bloom, ocean of truth, adamantine cage for the sheltering refugees, Devout Maheshvara 

and one who became a lord of the empire by devoutly propitiating Mahadeva.  

 Keshava Mahajani, the minister of Kavadeva, a feudatory of King Kedaradeva has been 

praised as pious, prudent and skilled in arts. 

 On the occasion of Uttarayana Sankranta (winter solstice), that occurred on Saturday, the 

seventh day of the dark fortnight of Pausha in the shaka era 1182, Keshava Mahajani 

obtained the village of TeravaTaka from Kavadeva and donated it to Keshava Prabhu of the 

Bharadvaja Gotra along with nineteen other Brahmanas. It seems Keshava Prabhu was the 

chief beneficiary as only his responsibilities have been clearly mentioned as under 

a. Observance of eight sacerdotal duties 

b. Punish the criminals and  

c. Maintain moral standards within his boundaries.  

 The village Teravataka is identified as Teravana in Rajapurataluqa of Ratnagiri district. 

 The land called ‘hratashivara’ enjoyed by the shudraswas donated to the deity 

Vimaleshvara.  

 The land lying near the temple was assigned to Madhava Prabhu of Bharadvaja gotra.  

 The details of the nineteen Brahmanas who enjoyed the grant along with Keshava Prabhu 

are as follows 

No Name of The Brahmana Gotra 

1 Keshava Prabhu Bharadvaja 

2 Nagade Kramita Bhargava 

3 Vithala Ghaisas Kashyapa 

4 Vithala Ghaisas Bhargava 

5 Ukala Ghaisas Bharadvaja 

6 Goinda Bhata Gargya 

7 Somadebhata Atri 

8 Somade kramita Vasishtha 

9 Keshava Bhata Vasishtha 

10 Madhava Bhata Kashyapa 

11 Vasudeva Bhata Mudugala 

12 Padumana Bhata Vasishtha 
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13 Madhava Bhata Gargya 

14 Acyuta Bhata Atri 

15 Vamana Bhata Kashyapa 

16 Narana Bhata Bharadvaja 

17 Narana Thakura Chaudhari Bharadvaja 

18 Harideva Bhata Bharadvaja 

19 Tikala Bhata Bhargava 

 These grants were given in the presence of Goi Raula, son of Jalhana Raula.  

 The scribe of the grant was Govinda. 

 

 Analysis of the Content Recorded in the Above Two Grants: 

Raja Kelakara Museum Copper Plates Teravana Copper Plates 

shaka era 1181 shaka era 1182 

Obeisance to Bhairava ------- 

Ruling king Mahamandaleshvara Kedaradeva Ruling king Mahamandaleshvara Kedaradeva 

Lunar Eclipse, Monday the full moon day, Kartika, 
Siddhartha Samvatsara, shaka era 1181 

(1st November 1259 AD) 

Uttarayana Samkranta (winter solstice), Saturday, 
seventh day of the dark fortnight of Pausha, shaka 

era 1182 (Sunday 26th December 1260 A D) 

Bampadevaraya, the feudatory Kavadeva, the feudatory 

Puluhadahutara Thakura , chief minister of 
Banpadevaraya 

Keshava Mahajani, the minister of Kavadeva 

Marulingi-donated village Teravataka-donated village 

Puluhadahutara Thakura donated after receiving 
from Banpadevaraya 

Keshava Mahajani donated after receiving from 
Kavadeva 

eleven Brahmanas Twenty-one Brahmanas, temple of Vimaleshvara 

Govinda, scribe Govinda, scribe 

 

 Analysis of the Chalukyas of South Konkan:  

An attempt has been made to identify the provenance and history of the Chalukyas of 

South Konkan with the help of five inscriptions discussed above. They are, 

1. Copper Plates of Chalukya King Manalesha (519-531 shaka era): (undated) 

2. Goa Copper Plates of Satyashraya Dhruvaraja Indravarmana (shaka era 532) 

3. Mahalakshmi Temple (Kolhapur) Inscription of King Chalukya Somadeva of Sangameshvara 

(undated) 
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4. Raja Kelakara Museum Copper Plates of Chalukya King Kedaradeva (shaka era 1181) 

5. Teravana Copper Plates of Chalukya King Kedaradeva (shaka era 1182) 

 
a. Identification: All these plates mention a Chalukya dynasty spanning over the period of 

more than six centuries. They share common royal insignia i.e., boar and 

‘Kalyanpurdhishavra’ epithet. However, they do not belong to the imperial Chalukya houses 

of either Vatapi or Kalyani. A simple explanation would be kings like Swami, Karna, 

Vetugideva, Someshvara, Somadeva and Kedaradeva are not mentioned either in the 

inscriptions or the genealogies of these two imperial Chalukya houses.  

b. Interrelation: It cannot be satisfactorily ascertained whether all the rulers mentioned above 

belonged to the same bloodline as no detailed genealogies are mentioned in these 

inscriptions except the Mahalakshmi Temple (Kolhapur) Inscription. 

c. Geographical details: It is interesting to note that the Chalukya houses mentioned above 

have recorded different places as either their provenance or the seats of power rendering 

their identification more difficult.  

 

 Political Conditions in South Konkan at the time of issuance of Teravana and Raja Kelakara 

Museum Grants:  

i. End of Shilaharas of Kolhapur: Bhoja II was the last king of the Shilaharas of Kolhapur. 

Yadava King Singhana captured Fort Panhala and subjugated Bhoja’s kingdom before shaka 

era 1136. 

ii. Split of the kingdom of the Shilaharas of Thane and its effects on South Konkan 

 Shilahara King Aparaditya I had four sons viz., Mahakumara Keshideva, Prince Vikramaditya, 

King Mallikarjuna and King Haripaladeva. Mahakumara Keshideva predeceased his father 

and never ascended the throne. Yuvaraj Vikramaditya was placed in charge of the South 

Konkan probably by Aparaditya I himself, with capital at Pranala, in Dapoli taluqa of 

Ratnagiri district. Panhale was also the find spot of his sole known copper plate.24 As 

Vikramaditya never ascended the throne we can surmise that he too predeceased his father 

like his elder brother Mahakumara Keshideva.  

 Shaka era 1061 seems to be a very crucial year. The only known grant of Vikramaditya 

belongs to this year. Mallikarjuna ascended the southern part of the kingdom after 

Vikramaditya’s demise. According to his Panhale grant (Shaka era 1073) he ascended the 

throne in Shaka era 1061, the year in which Vikramaditya’s rule came to an end.   

 The immediate successor to the Thane throne after King Aparaditya I was Haripaladeva. 

There was a division of the kingdom of Aparaditya I between Haripaladeva who ruled from 

Thane and controlled North Konkan and Vikramaditya who ruled south Konkan from 

Panhale. 
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 The split was effective till around Shaka era 1076 after which Haripaladeva’s records are not 

available. Vasai inscription suggests that Mallikarjuna unified the kingdom around Shaka era 

1083 and started ruling from Thane. It is important to note that after the Cipaluna Pillar 

edict of Mallikarjuna, no record of the Shilaharas of North Konkan is available till date 

from South Konkan.  

 The provenance of the succeeding edicts as recorded in the following table suggests that 

the area that Shilaharas of North Konkan controlled was limited to North Konkan.  

Name of King/Prince Place of Find Shaka era 

Prince Vikramaditya Panhale 1061 

Haripaladeva Ranjali 1070 

Haripaladeva Agashi (Vasai) 1072 

Haripaladeva Mahula (Turbhe-New Mumbai) 1075 

Haripaladeva British Museum (Find Place not known) 1076 

Mallikarjuna Panhale 1073 

Mallikarjuna Chipaluna 1078 

Mallikarjuna Vasai 1083 

Aparaditya II Lonada (Bhiwandi) 1106 

Aparaditya II Thane 1107 

Aparaditya II Parala (Mumbai) 1108 

Aparaditya II Manikapura (Nandui) Vasai 1119 

Anantadeva II Vasai 1120 

Keshideva Mandavi (Vasai) 1125 

Keshideva Akshi (Alibaug) 1131 

Keshideva Caudharapada (Bhiwandi) 1161 

Anantadeva III Kiravali (Vasai) 1170 

Anantadeva III Dive Agara (shreevardhan, Raigad) 1176 

Someshvara Ranavada (Uran, Raigad) 1181 

Someshvara Canje (Uran, Raigad) 1182 
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Thus it can be surmised that the political situation in South Konkan was fluid and 

paved way for the rise of Chalukyas discussed above. 

 

iii. Yadava King Mahadeva: (1261 AD- 1271 AD)  

 Mahadeva, younger brother and successor of Krishna ascended the throne around 1261 

AD (shaka era 1183). He was immediately faced with the rebellion of Someshvara, the Shilahara 

King of North Konkan. The last known rock edict of Someshvara’s reign is the Chanje Edict. 

(shaka era 1182)25 As per the records of Hemadri he defeated Someshvara in a land and naval 

battle bringing an end of the dynasty. The exact date of the collapse of the Shilahara kingdom 

remains uncertain. We find a series of Yadava Governors from North Konkan like Achyuta 

Nayaka (shaka era 1194),26 Krishnadeva (shaka era 1212)27 and Jaideva (shaka era 1222)28 

Mahadeva also crossed swords with Kakatiya queen Rudramma, Hoyasala king Someshvara II 

who on account of illness had divided his empire between his two sons Narasinha III and 

Ramanathana. 

 

iv. Western Chalukyas of Kalyani: 

King Someshvara IV (1183 AD-1200 AD) was the last king of the Western Chalukya 

Empire. He made a brief attempt to revive the Chalukya kingdom by defeating the waning 

Kalacuri kingdom. He managed to capture BasavaKalyan but failed to prevent the other 

feudatories, the Seuna, Hoyasala and the Kakatiya dynasty from completely overwhelming the 

Chalukya empire.  

 

v. The Kadambas of Goa:  

King Kamadeva ascended the throne around shaka era 1182and ruled over Goa till shaka era 

1232.29 He was the last great ruler of the dynasty. 

 Identification of Kavadeva: 

 Kavadeva from the House of Kadambas of Hangala: 

At this juncture it is important to identify another Kavadeva who is recorded in the 

inscriptions. This Kavadeva was the son of Malli Deva.30 Kavadeva succeeded his uncle Rama 

Devarasa as the King of Hangala and Banavasi province around 1260 AD. His rule spanned 

over a long period of half a century. However, Kavadeva mentioned in the Teravana Copper 

Plates was a feudatory of King Kedaradeva and the former was a Kadanba King of Hangala. 

King Kavadeva is mentioned in various inscriptions31 

 Identification of Kedara Deva:  

At present we do not have any exact information about Kedara Deva. It is possible that 

Kedara Deva was the last Chalukya King having imperial titles.   

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Chalukya
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kakatiya_dynasty
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Raja Kelakara Museum Copper Plates of Chalukya King Kedaradeva32 

  

 
 

Teravana Copper Plates of Chalukya King Kedaradeva33 
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