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ABSTRACT: 
            This study examines the reign of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV, the Maharaja of Mysore from 1902 to 
1940, focusing on his progressive reforms and contributions to the modernization of the state. Known for 
his visionary leadership, Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV implemented various social, educational, economic, and 
infrastructural reforms that significantly shaped the development of Mysore during the early 20th century. 
This paper explores his efforts in the areas of education, public health, irrigation, and the introduction of 
industrialization, highlighting how his policies laid the groundwork for the state's transformation into one 
of the most progressive and developed regions of India. By analyzing his administrative strategies, this 
study aims to provide a deeper understanding of his role in shaping modern governance in princely states 
during the colonial era. 1 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The princely state of Mysore, under the leadership of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV (reigned 1902–
1940), stands as a unique example of progressive governance during the British colonial era. As one of 
the most prominent rulers of his time, Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s reign was marked by remarkable 
reforms and innovations that sought to improve the quality of life for his people. While many princely 
states in colonial India were either passive or heavily influenced by British policies, Mysore’s ruler took 
a bold and forward-thinking approach to governance. His reign is particularly noteworthy for its focus 
on modernizing infrastructure, advancing education, and promoting social welfare. Krishnaraja 
Wodeyar IV’s progressive vision was informed by both his personal values and the challenges of 
colonial rule. He recognized the necessity of education and social reforms as a means of empowering his 
people, creating a strong, self-sustaining state. He introduced reforms in various sectors including 
public health, education, agriculture, industrialization, and urban development. 2 These initiatives were 
often ahead of their time and set the foundation for many modern practices within the region. This 
                                                        
1 Gasti, K. L. (2019). Reforms of Nalwadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar: A Progressive King of Mysore.  
2  Mallaiah, N. (2023). Agricultural Development in Mysore State: Early 20th Century. Educational 
Administration 
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study aims to critically assess his leadership and examine how Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV balanced the 
delicate act of preserving the cultural heritage of Mysore while embracing modernization. Through a 
detailed analysis of his administrative decisions and reforms, this paper will explore the broader 
implications of his rule and its significance within the historical context of princely states under British 
India. 

 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES: 

The aim of this study is to provide a comprehensive analysis of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV as a 
progressive ruler and to evaluate the impact of his reforms on the political, social, and economic 
landscape of Mysore during his reign from 1902 to 1940. Through this study, we will assess how his 
leadership fostered growth in various domains, positioning Mysore as one of the most forward-thinking 
princely states in colonial India.  

 
The specific objectives of this study are: 

To analyze the social reforms introduced by Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV, including initiatives in 
education, healthcare, and social welfare, and evaluate their long-term impact on the population of 
Mysore. 
1. To examine his contributions to industrialization and economic development, focusing on the 

establishment of industries, promotion of agriculture, and infrastructural advancements such as 
railways and irrigation systems. 

2. To explore the role of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV in the modernization of education, particularly the 
establishment of institutions, scholarships, and a modern education system that balanced 
traditional knowledge with contemporary sciences and humanities. 

3. To assess his contributions to public health and sanitation, including measures taken to improve 
hygiene, manage epidemics, and provide healthcare to the masses. 

4. To evaluate Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s diplomatic and political strategies, examining his relationship 
with the British colonial government, his efforts to preserve the sovereignty of Mysore, and his role 
in navigating colonial constraints while promoting progressive policies. 

5. To understand the cultural and artistic renaissance under his patronage, exploring how Krishnaraja 
Wodeyar IV supported art, literature, and architecture, and how these efforts contributed to the 
cultural identity of Mysore.3 

 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The reign of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV (1902–1940) has attracted significant scholarly interest, 
with researchers highlighting his unique role as a progressive and reform-oriented monarch in colonial 
India. A growing body of literature situates his leadership within the broader context of princely state 
modernization and governance. 4 

One recent study explores the agricultural development of Mysore during the early 20th 
century, noting that under the combined leadership of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV and his key 
administrator Sir M. Visvesvaraya, Mysore undertook major initiatives such as the establishment of 
agricultural research institutions and the construction of the Krishna Raja Sagara (KRS) Dam, which 
greatly enhanced irrigation and agricultural productivity in the region. These reforms played a crucial 
role in transforming the agrarian economy of Mysore State.  

Several research articles explicitly characterize Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s administrative and 
social reforms as emblematic of his progressive vision. For example, a 2019 article by Kakasaheb 
Laxman Gasti outlines how Mysore became a pioneer in areas like universal education, 
                                                        
3 Shylaja, G. (2025). Reforms of Progressive Leader Nalwadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar of the Mysore.  
4 Ushadevi, A. (2016). The Administrative Evolution and Socio-Cultural Legacy of the Wodeyar Dynasty:  
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industrialization, public health, infrastructure, and social welfare. It discusses the establishment of one 
of India’s earliest modern universities (the University of Mysore in 1916), the Mysore Iron and Steel 
Works, and early reservation policies aimed at uplifting marginalized communities.  

A more recent study (2025) corroborates these findings, portraying Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV as 
a “Rajarshi” (philosopher-king) whose reforms extended beyond mere economic development to ethical 
and inclusive governance. It emphasizes his efforts in public health, education, infrastructure, and 
affirmative action, and argues that his policies influenced contemporary governance models in 
Karnataka and beyond.  

Beyond formal academic publications, several historical overviews and news articles provide 
additional insight into his reformist legacy. These highlight his pioneering role in modernizing Mysore’s 
administrative apparatus, promoting women’s education, criminalizing untouchability, and advancing 
public utilities like hydroelectric power—leading to Bangalore becoming the first Asian city with 
electric street lighting.  

Finally, broader studies on the modernization of the Wodeyar dynasty situate Krishnaraja 
Wodeyar IV’s contributions within a longer lineage of administrative evolution in Mysore. Such work 
underscores the effectiveness of princely states in negotiating colonial constraints while pursuing 
progressive reforms, challenging earlier narratives that depicted these states as passive or feudal relics.  

While the existing research robustly documents his administrative initiatives and social policies, 
there remains scope for deeper comparative studies between Mysore and other princely states to better 
understand how and why Mysore was able to implement reforms more effectively. Additionally, more 
primary archival work could further illuminate internal decision-making processes within the Mysore 
court and administrative institutions.5 

 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The present study adopts a historical and analytical research methodology to examine the 
progressive role of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV during his reign in the princely state of Mysore. The 
research is primarily qualitative in nature and is based on both primary and secondary sources of data. 
Primary Sources for this study include government records of the Mysore State, administrative reports, 
royal proclamations, speeches, letters, and contemporary documents related to policies on education, 
industry, public health, and social welfare. These sources provide firsthand insights into the reforms 
and governance practices implemented during his reign.Secondary Sources form the core base of this 
research and include books, research articles, journals, theses, historical accounts, newspapers, and 
biographies written by historians and scholars. Published works related to princely state 
administration, colonial India, and the Wodeyar dynasty have been extensively reviewed to understand 
the broader historical and political context. 

The study uses the descriptive method to outline the reforms introduced by Krishnaraja 
Wodeyar IV and the analytical method to assess their impact on social, economic, educational, and 
administrative development in Mysore. A comparative approach is also employed wherever necessary 
to highlight how Mysore differed from other princely states in adopting progressive governance.  Data 
collected from various sources have been carefully analyzed to ensure accuracy, objectivity, and 
relevance. The study follows a systematic and chronological approach, tracing the evolution of reforms 
during different phases of the ruler’s reign. This methodology enables a comprehensive evaluation of 
Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s leadership and helps in understanding his lasting legacy as a visionary and 
progressive ruler within the framework of colonial India.6 

 
 

                                                        
5  “Sri Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV – The Philosopher Bahujan King of Mysore” (2017).  
6  “Maharaja Sri Krishnaraja Wadiyar-IV: Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar.”  
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
During the period of British colonial rule in India, princely states were often portrayed as 

conservative, feudal, and resistant to change. However, the reign of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV of Mysore 
(1902–1940) presents a contrasting narrative marked by progressive governance, administrative 
efficiency, and socio-economic reforms. Despite his significant contributions to education, 
industrialization, public health, infrastructure, and social welfare, his role as a modern and visionary 
ruler has not been adequately highlighted in mainstream historical discourse. The problem addressed 
in this study is the lack of comprehensive and systematic analysis of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s 
progressive policies and their long-term impact on the development of Mysore State. Many studies 
either focus narrowly on individual reforms or attribute progress primarily to administrators such as 
Sir M. Visvesvaraya, thereby underrepresenting the ruler’s own vision, leadership, and commitment to 
modernization. This study seeks to address this gap by critically examining Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s 
governance, reforms, and administrative philosophy to understand how and why Mysore emerged as 
one of the most advanced princely states in colonial India. By doing so, the research aims to reassess his 
historical significance and establish his rightful place as a progressive ruler who successfully balanced 
tradition with modernity under colonial constraints. 

 
NEED OF THE STUDY 

The reign of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV represents a significant phase in the history of princely 
states in colonial India, marked by progressive reforms and modern administrative practices. However, 
despite his substantial contributions to the social, economic, educational, and industrial development of 
Mysore State, his role as a visionary and reform-oriented ruler has not received sufficient scholarly 
attention in comparison to other national leaders of the period. There is a need for this study to 
reassess and highlight the progressive nature of his governance, especially in the context of colonial 
constraints and the prevailing stereotypes that portray princely rulers as conservative or ineffective. 
Understanding his reforms in education, public health, infrastructure, industrialization, and social 
justice is essential to appreciate how Mysore emerged as one of the most well-administered and 
forward-looking states in India during the early twentieth century. 

This study is also necessary to bridge gaps in existing historical literature, which often 
emphasizes the role of administrators while overlooking the ruler’s vision, leadership, and support for 
reformist policies. By focusing on Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV, the research contributes to a more balanced 
interpretation of history and enriches our understanding of indigenous models of governance and 
development. Furthermore, the study is relevant for students and researchers of history, political 
science, and public administration, as it offers insights into effective leadership, progressive 
policymaking, and sustainable development. The findings of this research may also inspire 
contemporary governance by demonstrating how inclusive and visionary leadership can drive long-
term social progress.7 

 
FURTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR RESEARCH 

While the present study attempts to analyze Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV as a progressive ruler, 
there remain several areas that offer scope for further research. Future studies may undertake a 
comparative analysis between Mysore and other princely states of colonial India to better understand 
why Mysore achieved higher levels of administrative efficiency and social development under his reign. 
Further research can also focus on the role of individual administrators, such as Sir M. Visvesvaraya, in 
relation to the ruler’s vision, exploring the dynamics between royal leadership and bureaucratic 
expertise. A detailed examination of archival records and unpublished documents may provide deeper 
insights into policy formulation, decision-making processes, and internal governance mechanisms of 
                                                        
7 Krishna Raja Wadiyar IV. Wikipedia (overview of contributions and timeline).  
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the Mysore State. Another promising area for research is the impact of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s 
reforms on marginalized communities, including women, lower castes, and rural populations. Micro-
level studies or region-specific analyses could help assess how far progressive policies translated into 
social change at the grassroots level. Scholars may also explore the cultural and intellectual legacy of 
Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV by studying his patronage of literature, art, music, and education, and its 
influence on the cultural identity of modern Karnataka. Additionally, interdisciplinary research 
combining history with economics, public administration, and political science could offer new 
perspectives on his governance model.8 
 
SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
Scope of the Study: 

The scope of the present study is limited to an analysis of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s reign 
(1902–1940) as the ruler of the princely state of Mysore. The study focuses on his progressive policies 
and reforms in key areas such as education, social welfare, public health, industrial development, 
agriculture, infrastructure, and administration. It also examines his role in promoting modernization 
while preserving the cultural and traditional values of Mysore. The study draws upon historical records, 
scholarly works, and contemporary accounts to evaluate his contribution to making Mysore one of the 
most advanced princely states during the colonial period. 

 
Limitations of the Study: 

The study is subject to certain limitations. It relies largely on secondary sources, as access to 
primary archival materials is limited. Some historical records may reflect colonial or administrative 
bias, which can affect objectivity. The study does not undertake a detailed comparison with all other 
princely states due to time and resource constraints. Additionally, the research does not extensively 
analyze the political movements outside Mysore or the broader nationalist struggle, except where they 
directly relate to the ruler’s policies. Quantitative data on the long-term impact of reforms is also 
limited, making the analysis largely qualitative. 

Despite these limitations, the study provides a meaningful and focused understanding of 
Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s progressive leadership and his lasting contribution to the development of 
Mysore State. 

 
FINDINGS 

The present study on Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV as a progressive ruler reveals several important 
findings that highlight his visionary leadership and reform-oriented governance in the princely state of 
Mysore. The study finds that Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV played a central role in the modernization of 
Mysore, providing strong royal support for administrative reforms and progressive policies despite the 
limitations imposed by British colonial rule. It is observed that education was a key priority during his 
reign. The establishment of the University of Mysore (1916), expansion of primary and secondary 
education, and encouragement of women’s education contributed significantly to intellectual and social 
development. The research reveals that Mysore became a pioneer in industrial and economic 
development under his rule. Institutions such as the Mysore Iron and Steel Works, state-supported 
industries, and irrigation projects like the Krishna Raja Sagara Dam played a crucial role in economic 
growth and employment generation.9 

The study finds that public health and sanitation received systematic attention, with the 
introduction of hospitals, sanitation programs, and measures to control epidemics, improving overall 
public health conditions. 
                                                        
8  Wodeyar Dynasty profile (industrial and economic policies overview). 
9 Kamat’s Potpourri: Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar (historical summary and reforms). 
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It is evident that social welfare and inclusive governance were hallmarks of his rule. Early 
reservation policies, promotion of backward classes, and efforts to reduce social discrimination reflect 
his commitment to social justice. The findings indicate that Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV encouraged 
scientific temper and technological advancement, including hydroelectric power projects, which made 
Mysore one of the first regions in India to benefit from modern electricity. The study also finds that 
cultural and artistic patronage flourished during his reign. His support for art, literature, music, and 
architecture contributed to a cultural renaissance in Mysore. Finally, the research concludes that the 
legacy of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV remains relevant, as many of his administrative principles and 
development models continue to influence governance and public policy in Karnataka today. 

 
DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study highlight that Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV was a ruler whose vision and 
policies placed Mysore among the most progressive princely states in India during the colonial period. 
His governance reflects a rare combination of administrative efficiency, social consciousness, and 
commitment to modernization, which stands out in contrast to the general perception of princely rulers 
as conservative or ceremonial. One of the key aspects revealed in the study is his focus on education. By 
establishing the University of Mysore and promoting widespread primary and secondary education, 
including initiatives for girls, Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV demonstrated a forward-thinking approach. This 
not only empowered citizens intellectually but also created a skilled workforce to support 
industrialization and administration. Education under his reign was thus both a tool for social 
upliftment and state development.  The ruler’s economic and industrial policies were equally 
significant. Projects like the Krishna Raja Sagara Dam and the promotion of state-owned industries 
reflect a strategic vision to enhance agriculture, provide employment, and generate revenue for further 
development. His policies indicate a deep understanding of sustainable growth, balancing economic 
progress with social welfare. Unlike many contemporaneous rulers, he actively integrated modern 
technology and scientific expertise, often collaborating with experts like Sir M. Visvesvaraya. 10 

 
CONCLUSION 

The study of Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV as a progressive ruler demonstrates that his reign (1902–
1940) was a remarkable period in the history of the princely state of Mysore. Unlike many 
contemporaneous rulers who were passive or limited by colonial constraints, Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV 
combined visionary leadership, administrative efficiency, and social responsibility to transform Mysore 
into one of the most advanced and well-governed regions of India. Through his reforms in education, 
public health, social welfare, industrialization, infrastructure, and cultural development, he laid the 
foundation for sustained economic growth and social progress. The establishment of institutions such 
as the University of Mysore, the development of irrigation and hydroelectric projects like the Krishna 
Raja Sagara Dam, and his patronage of arts and culture highlight a ruler who valued both modernization 
and the preservation of heritage. 

The findings of this study emphasize that Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV’s governance was inclusive 
and forward-looking, addressing the needs of marginalized communities and promoting social justice 
alongside economic and technological progress. His collaboration with capable administrators, such as 
Sir M. Visvesvaraya, further demonstrates how effective leadership requires a combination of vision, 
expertise, and administrative support. In conclusion, Krishnaraja Wodeyar IV stands as an exemplar of 
progressive monarchy in colonial India, whose reforms not only advanced Mysore during his reign but 
also left a lasting legacy that continues to influence governance and development practices in modern 
Karnataka. Studying his rule provides valuable lessons on leadership, statecraft, and the transformative 
potential of visionary governance in any historical or contemporary context. 
                                                        
10 Krishna Rajendra IV by Jyotsna Kamat – detailed account of reforms and initiatives. 
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